
Welcome to your spirit’s home… 

Union Church of Bay Ridge 
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

Eightieth Street and Ridge Boulevard 
 

January 10, 2010 

 
 

Union Church Chapel, Parish House and Office 
8101 Ridge Boulevard at Eighty-First Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209 

www.ucbr.org   unionchurch@earthlink.net   718.745.0438 
 

The Reverend Mary Barrett Speers, Pastor    Vince Peterson, Minister of Music 
Ed Huml, BRUCA Program Director    Jody Levine, Playgroup Director and Administrator  



You will always be welcome here.  This is God’s house and a happy church home.   
Let us be your church family, for we are all beloved children of God.   

Join us regularly for Christian worship, nurture, and the doing of God’s work in the world— 
that you might have life, and that more abundantly. 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

 

GATHERING MUSIC    

We use this time to make the transition between “getting here” and “being here”.  

Take these few minutes to find the still, deep places within you, where God’s Spirit dwells.  

Relax the body; quiet the mind. Focus on breathing, feeling, being.  

Be receptive to your center—your reservoir of inner peace, strength, love.  

Be aware of being together in silence with others.  

Feel the spirit of the community. 

  

CALL TO WORSHIP                from Psalm 29 

The voice of the LORD is over the waters,  

The God of glory thunders over mighty waters. 

The voice of the LORD is full of majesty,  

In God’s temple, all cry, Glory! 

 

HYMN no. 71  second tune, LLANGLOFFAN #448 (insert) Lord, When You Came to Jordan  

 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION            during the Epiphany season   

God of grace and glory, we thank you for coming to dwell among us as the 

Christ, the light of the world.  But Jesus wants us to be the light of the world, 

and yet we burn so dimly.  We lift up to your light those times when, ignoring 

the words of Jesus, we still find reasons to turn away from the needy; to be 

skeptical of cries for justice; to be too busy to strive for peace.  In the fullness 

of your mercy, cleanse us of fear and self-reproach, and baptize us once again 

with your Spirit, so that, forgiven and renewed, we may show forth your 

glory shining in the face of Jesus Christ.  AMEN. 

 

SILENT PRAYER   

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE 

…Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel:  

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

 

SUNG RESPONSE no. 576 a Gloria ordinarily follows the Assurance. This one is from Taizé: 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest…Alleluia, Alleluia. 



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

SUNG PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION           Hymnal #322 Spirit of the Living God 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me…melt me, mold me, fill me, use me… 

 

FIRST LESSON:   Isaiah 43:1-2, 6-10a 

 

ANTHEM   

 

SECOND LESSON: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

 

SERMON:  A Season of Glory            Rev. Speers 

 

RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS AND RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS  

Michelle Gibbens, Carla and John MacLeod 

The order for this is on your bulletin insert 

 

THE PEACE OF CHRIST              
 

OFFERTORY   

 

DOXOLOGY no. 592 and PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

     Holy One who gave us birth, renew within us the spirit of your dear child 

Jesus:  fill us with such love and awe and delight that we become a blessing to 

everyone we meet, and send into your world through us the peace, the 

shining hope, the abundant life we have through the one who was, and is, and 

is to come, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  AMEN. 

 

GATHERING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord… 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                 Hymnal p. 16: “debts” 

  

HYMN IN RECESSION no. 443            O Christ, the Great Foundation 

  

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

…and let the whole church say, Alleluia! Amen. 

 

CLOSING MUSIC  Please refrain from conversation out of kindness to those praying or listening. Some 

of us like to applaud, but this is not required: the artists offer their music to the glory of God. 

 

 

All who would like to may stand; unison prayers are in bold. 



Luke 3:1-3a, 15-17, 21-22   Jesus comes to John the Baptist to be baptized 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by 
saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 17His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather 
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in 
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.’  
 

Isaiah 43:1-2, 6-10a 
Thus says the LORD, 
   the One who created you, O Jacob, 
   the One who formed you, O Israel: 
 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
   I have called you by name, you are mine.  
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
   and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
   and the flame shall not consume you. 
 
6I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’, 
   and to the south, ‘Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from far away 
   and my daughters from the end of the earth—  
7everyone who is called by my name, 
   whom I created for my glory, 
   whom I formed and made.’  
 
8Bring forth the people who are blind, yet have eyes, 
   who are deaf, yet have ears!  
9Let all the nations gather together, 
   and let the peoples assemble. 
Who among them declared this, 
   and foretold to us the former things? 
Let them bring their witnesses to justify them, 
   and let them hear and say, ‘It is true.’  
10You are my witnesses, says the LORD. 

 



 REAFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT  

AND RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
 

 

PRESENTATION 

An elder, representing the session, presents those who have been received by reaffirmation of faith 

On behalf of the session I present N. and N., 

who have been received into the membership of this congregation 

by reaffirmation of faith. 
Minister: 

You come to us as members of the one holy catholic church, 

into which you were baptized, 

and by which you have been nurtured. 

We are one with each other, 

sisters and brothers in the family of God. 

We rejoice in the gifts you bring to us. 

As you join with us on the occasion of the Baptism of the Lord, 

it is fitting that together 

we reaffirm the covenant into which we were baptized, 

claiming again the promises of God 

which are ours in our baptism, 

and thanking God for the life of worship and service 

to which we have all been called. 
The people may stand. 

Hear these words from Holy Scripture: 
The minister then continues: 

As many of you as were baptized into Christ   Gal. 3:27-28 

have clothed yourselves with Christ. 

There is no longer Jew or Greek, 

there is no longer slave or free, 

there is no longer male or female; 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Water is poured visibly and audibly into the font.  The minister leads the following prayer: 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.   (the prayer continues on the next page) 



We give you thanks, Eternal God, 

for you nourish and sustain all living things 

by the gift of water. 

In the beginning of time, 

your Spirit moved over the watery chaos, 

calling forth order and life. 

In the time of Noah, 

you destroyed evil by the waters of the flood, 

giving righteousness a new beginning. 

You led Israel out of slavery, 

through the waters of the sea, 

into the freedom of the promised land. 

In the waters of Jordan 

Jesus was baptized by John 

and anointed with your Spirit. 
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By the baptism of his own death and resurrection, 

Christ set us free from sin and death, 

and opened the way to eternal life. 

We thank you, Living God, for the water of baptism. 

In it we were buried with Christ in his death. 

From it we were raised to share in his resurrection, 

Through it we were reborn by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, 

we celebrate our fellowship in him in faith. 

We pray that all who have passed through the water of baptism 

may continue forever in the risen life 

of Jesus Christ our Savior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

The minister, addressing those assembled at the font and the congregation, then says: 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, 

our baptism is the sign and seal of our cleansing from sin, 

and of our being grafted into Christ. 

Through the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Christ, 

the power of sin was broken 

ÈÕËɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÒÐÕÎËÖÔɯÌÕÛÌÙÌËɯÖÜÙɯÞÖÙÓËȭ 

3ÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÖÜÙɯÉÈ×ÛÐÚÔɯÞÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÔÈËÌɯÊÐÛÐáÌÕÚɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÒÐÕÎËÖÔȮ 



and freed from the bondage of sin. 

Let us celebrate that freedom and redemption 

through the renewal of the promises made at our baptism. 

I ask you therefore, once again to reject sin, 

and to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, 

and to confess the faith of the church, 

in which we were baptized. 
 

RENUNCIATIONS 

The minister continues: 

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, 

do you renounce all evil, 

and all powers in the world 

ÛÏÈÛɯËÌÍàɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÙÐÎÏÛÌÖÜÚÕÌÚÚɯÈÕËɯÓÖÝÌȳ 

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin 

that separate you from the love of God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you turn to Jesus Christ 

and accept him as your Lord and Savior? 

I do. 

6ÐÓÓɯàÖÜɯÉÌɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɀÚɯÍÈÐÛÏÍÜÓɯËÐÚÊÐ×ÓÌȮ 

obeying his Word and showing his love, 

ÛÖɯàÖÜÙɯÓÐÍÌɀÚɯÌÕËȳ 

(ɯÞÐÓÓȮɯÞÐÛÏɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÏÌÓ×ȭ 

 

PROFESSION 

The minister continues: 

With the whole church, 

let us confess our faith. 
All affirm the faith in the words of the ÈÕÊÐÌÕÛɯÉÈ×ÛÐÚÔÈÓɯɁ ×ÖÚÛÓÌÚɀɂ Creed,  

(ɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯÐÕɯ&ÖËɯÛÏÌɯ%ÈÛÏÌÙɯ ÓÔÐÎÏÛàȮɯÔÈÒÌÙɯÖÍɯÏÌÈÝÌÕɯÈÕËɯÌÈÙÛÏȮɯÈÕËɯÐÕɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛȮɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 



The minister addresses those assembled at the font: 

You have publicly professed your faith. 

Will you be a faithful member of this congregation, 

sharing in its worship and ministry 

through your prayers and gifts, 

your study and service; 

making diligent use of the means of grace;  

and giving of your substance as the Lord may prosper you; 

fulfilling your calling to be a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ? 

(ɯÞÐÓÓȮɯÞÐÛÏɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÏÌÓ×ȭ 
The minister or the elder offers the following, or a similar prayer: 

Let us pray. 

Faithful God, 

you work in us and for us 

even when we do not know it. 

We thank you for calling your servants N. and N. 

to the fellowship of your people. 

Renew in them the covenant you made in our baptism. 

By the power of your Spirit, 

strengthen them in faith and love, 

that they may serve you with joy, 

to the glory of Jesus Christ our Lord. [426] 

Amen. 
 

WELCOME 

The minister and an elder representing the session welcome the members, using these or similar words: 

Welcome to this congregation and its worship and ministry. 

THE PEACE 

The minister then says to those assembled at the font: 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
They respond: 

And also with you. 
It is appropriate for the congregation to share signs of peace as the new members return to their places. 



Announcements 

Visitors, welcome!  Please join us after worship for refreshments and conversation, and please sign 

the guest book in the back of the Sanctuary so that we may get to know you better. 

Many thanks to all worship leaders: Vince Peterson and the choir; the Van Royen family for 

today‟s refreshments; Maryellen Van Royen (Communion „bishop‟) Kristin Miller (coffee hour 

„bishop‟) and Michele DiBartolo (Sunday school „bishop‟). 

The Book of Remembrance is open to remember:  1/10—Emma Kirk Beck; 1/17—Edward 

Norstrand; 1/24—Leinda Mouacdie; 1/31—Virginia Villano. 

Prayer List requests should come to the church office by telephone 718.745.0438. 

Continue to pray for the restoration of creation; for all living in the midst of war, poverty, 

natural and economic disaster; for prisoners and all who watch and pray for them, especially the 

Church of Gethsemane. Continue to pray for/stay in touch with: New York City Presbytery, Rob 

Meadows-Rogers, Art Samuel, Iris Norstrand, Emile Serposs, Milford Anderson, Amanda 

Silverman, Bill Louisa, Helen Kretiv; also the family and friends of Nellie; Donna, Janet, 

Geraldine, John and the Vandermarcq family, Mary, Jane, Helen, Sally.  

January Food Bank: The food collection box is on the table in the Sanctuary vestibule.   
 

This Week and Ongoing 

Fortnightly Tuesday Bible Study meets this Tuesday, January 13 at 7pm in the Parish House.   

Wednesday midweek, midday Bible Study resumes this Wednesday, January 14 

Yoga continues on Wednesdays, 6:45-8:15 in the Sanctuary.  No experience or advance 

registration is needed for this gentle, restorative rasa yoga class. Each evening is $15, pay as you 

go;  wear comfortable clothes and bring a towel and a yoga mat if you have one.   
 

Looking to the Future 

Newsletter deadline (for Feb-March including most of Lent) January 18 

Celebrate the 20
th
 anniversary of Rev Speers’s ordination, Sunday, January 24 in 11am 

worship with special coffee hour to follow (the actual anniversary is January 20).   

Session meets January 25 at 7pm in the Parish House 

Annual Congregational Meeting with election of officers Sunday, February 7 

Sunday, Feb 7 at 4pm: the third in John Gingrich’s “Just Strings” series of string quartet 

concerts.  For information call 212.799.5080 or email gingarts@erols.com 

Wednesday, February 10: our schools concert morning with the Academy of Union Church: 

tangos for orchestra by the Argentinian composer Astor Pizzaiolo, and the “Surprise” Symphony 

of Haydn, with children chosen by their schools conducting the orchestra!  All hands needed to 

help out with 500 children at each performance.  Come see Union Church filled to the brim with 

music lovers! 

Lent always begins on Ash Wednesday, which is February 17 this year. 

Sunday, February 21: First Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, March 21 at 4pm: Union Church Concerts presents the Chichester Psalms of 

Leonard Bernstein, with choir, soloists, and members of the Academy of Union Church. 

 


