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ORDER OF CHRISTMAS LESSONS AND CAROLS

This will be an intimate, participitory u?arski;: service.
Please 7m€k&r around the ;u'mw.

CAROL INTROIT no. 50
CALL TO WORSHIP: FIRST LESSON

The Prophet proclaims good news to a people in exile
CAROL no. 41

Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow
ISAIAH 40:1-8

O Come, All Ye Faithful

INVITATION AND OPENING PRAYERS with responses below  Elder Bruce Maclntyre

...We wait for your lovingkindness, O Lord,

In the midst of your temple. The leader continues...

CAROL no. 23

SECOND LESSON
The Prophet promises the people a righteous King

CAROL no. 44
THIRD LESSON

The LORD promises that the King will come in peace
CAROL no. 40

FOURTH LESSON
The Prophet speaks of the desire of all nations

CAROL no. 53

FIFTH LESSON
The Prophet foretells the glory of the Kingdom of God

CAROL no. 38

SIXTH LESSON
The angel Gabriel salutes Mary

CAROL no. 57
SEVENTH LESSON

Jesus is born in a stable in Bethlehem

CAROL no. 47

Angels We Have Heard on High
JEREMIAH 23:5-6

O Little Town of Bethlehem
ZECHARIAH 9:9-10

Joy to the World!
HAGGAI 2:6-9

What Child Is This?
ISAIAH 35:1-6

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
LUKE 1:26-35,38

The Snow Lay on the Ground
LUKE 2:1-7

still, still, still



EIGHTH LESSON LUKE 2:8-20
The angels and shepherds glorify God

CAROL no. 59 While shepherd Watched Their Flocks
NINTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-5,14,16-18
John proclaims the mystery of the Incarnation

CAROL no. 31 Hark, the Herald Angels Sing
THE PEACE please turn and offer the Peace of Christ to your neighbors

ANNOUNCEMENTS and OFFERINGS

DOXOLOGY sixth verse of Hymnal no. 56 (“The First Nowell”)
Then let us all with one accord Sing praises to our heav’nly Lord,
That hath made heav’n and earth of nought,
And with his blood our life hath bought: Nowell, Nowell...born is the King of Israel!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Jesus our life, with the wise men of old we offer our gifts to you. May this
Christmas be more than opening presents: this Christmas, may we open our
hearts and minds to your Presence. Be born in us today: guide our faith from
infancy to maturity; lead us beyond the concerns of the moment. Renew our
spirits, and strengthen us to be your body in your world, through the
indwelling power of your Holy Spirit. AMEN.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

The leader reads from a separate text; each section of the prayer closes with the following responses:
...O, how you have been longing to shelter the world under your wings...
We look to your lovingkindness, O Lord. The prayers conclude as all say together:

THE LORD’S PRAYER (“debts,” Hymnal p. 16)
CAROL no. 28 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
Judah and Jerusalem, fear not, nor be dismayed:
This day go forth, and the Lord will be with you.
Be still and you shall see the salvation of the Lord.
This day go forth, and the Lord will be with you.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,
This day go forth, and the Lord will be with you.

BENEDICTION
The blessing of God Almighty—Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer—be upon you,
And remain with you forever; let the whole church say: Alleluia! Amen.

SENDING-FORTH CAROL no. 29 Go, Tell It on the Mountain



CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE

Adapted from the Oxford Book of Carols (London: Oxford, 1928, 1964)
Leader’s Supplement: Texts of Prayers (see Order of Worship)

Invitation and Opening Prayers
(said by the leader, with congregational responses in bold)

BELOVED in Christ, as we celebrate the great festival of Christmas, of God-with-
us, let us open ourselves to its true meaning. Let us hear, in lessons from Holy
Scripture, how after our rebellion the prophets of Israel foretold that God would
visit and redeem the waiting people. Let us rejoice, in our carols and hymns, that
the good purpose of God is being is being mightily fulfilled. Let us celebrate the
promise that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will bring all people and all things
into the glory of God’s eternal kingdom. The blind receive their sight and the
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and
the poor at last hear good news.

But first, let us pray for the world which God so loves, for those who have not
heard the good news of God, or who do not believe it: for those who walk in
darkness and the shadow of death; and for the Church in this place and
everywhere, that it may be freed from evil and fear, and may in pure joy lift up
the light of the love of God.

All keep silence for a time.

We wait for your loving kindness, O Lord.

In the midst of your temple.
The leader continues:

Let us pray: O God, you who make us glad with the birth this and every year of
Emmanu-el, Grant that we, who with joy receive your only-begotten Son as our
Redeemer, may without fear behold him when he shall come to be our Judge,
even your Son our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.

The service continues with the singing of Carol no. 23: Angels We Have Heard on High



Christmas Carol Service cont’d: Text of the Prayers of the People
(said by the leader, with congregational responses, and ending with the Lord’s Prayer in unison)

O God, whose love blesses and unites us in this place and time, we come before you with hearts
gladdened by this holy season: its lights, its colors, and most especially, its message of peace and
goodwill to all.

O, how you have been longing to shelter the world under your wings...

We look to your lovingkindness, O Lord.
In the birth of Jesus, you have given our weary and struggling world reason to rejoice. In the cry
of an infant, you have given hope to all who cry. By the light of a star, you have helped us find
our way again.

O, how you have been longing to shelter the world under your wings...

We look to your lovingkindness, O Lord.
We thank you, good and generous God, that in Jesus the Christ you have made yourself known,
and have beckoned us to join you in the continual creation of a world where wolf and lamb shall
lie down together and justice will roll down like waters.

O, how you have been longing to shelter the world under your wings...

We look to your lovingkindness, O Lord.
Create in us, O God, hearts devoted to shaping that world and bless especially those for whom
such a world seems only a distant dream—the poor, the imprisoned, the ill, the unemployed, the
lonely, the despised: those who seek you desperately, and those who seek you without knowing
what it is that they seek. Open our hearts. Spirit of Life, to the news of angels and the wonder of
shepherds that these days may renew us for the days to come.

O, how you have been longing to shelter the world under your wings...

We look to your lovingkindness, O Lord.
We lift up in prayer all who have asked for our prayers....give time for naming aloud, add names
on prayer list...

O, how you have been longing to shelter the world under your wings...

We look to your lovingkindness, O Lord.
Grant unto us and all your children the petitions of our hearts as may be best for us, and grant us
all, for the sake of the ministry of Christ, hearts that may discern your will for the spreading of the
Good News. Grant, to your glory, that those whose lives we touch may hear in our words and
see in our lives that truly you are merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love! These things we ask, trusting in your loving care for us this day and always, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who taught us when we pray to say:

Our Father, who art in heaven: hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come: thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:

for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.

Amen.

The service continues with the singing of Carol no. 28: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice



First Reading: lsaiah 40:1-5

px Ol EUI wbOEOUET wbOwabUluwuUl EEDPOT wOi 1 wbOUUOEUEUDO
need to cite chapter and verse)

A Prophet proclaims good news to a people in exile.

Comfort, O comfort my people,

says your God.

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her

that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the hand of the LORD
double for all her sins.

A voice cries out:

2(OwlT 1 whPOET UOI UUwxUI xEUI wUT 1T whpEa wdi wU
mak e straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Every valley shall be lifted up,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low;

the uneven ground shall become level,

and the rough places shall become a plain.

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,

and all the people shall see it together,

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

This is the word of the LORD:
Thanks be to God.



Second Reading: Jeremiah 23:5-6

(please include in your reading the introduction and responses printed below in italics: PO U wUT 1T UT z U
need to cite chapter and verse)

The Prophet promises the people a righteous king.

The days are surely coming, says the LORD,

when | will raise up for David a righteous branch,

and he shall reign as a king

and deal wisely,

and shall make j ustice and righteousness in the land.

In the days of that king,

the people of the South will be saved

and the people of the North will live in safety.

And this is the name by which the king will be called:

23T 1T w+. 1#whbUwOUUWUDBT T U1 OUUOI VUG »

This is the word of the LORD:
Thanks be to God.



Third Reading: Zechariah 9:9-10

px Ol EUI wbOEOUET wbOwabUluwuUl EEDPOT wOi 1 wbOUUOEUEUDO
need to cite chapter and verse)

The LORD promises that the king will come in peace.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you,
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,

on a colt, on the foal of a donkey.
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and the war horse from Jerusalem,

and the battle bow shall be cut off,

and he shall command peace to the nations;

his dominion shall be from sea to sea,

and from the River to the ends of the earth.

This is the word of the LORD:
Thanks be to God.



Fourth Reading: Haggai 2:6-9

px Ol EUI wbDOEOUET wbOwaOUUwUi EEDPOT wli 1 wuwbOUUOEUEUD
need to cite chapter and verse)

A Prophet speaks of the desire of all nations.

Thus says the LORD of hosts:

Once again, in a li ttle while,

| will shake the heavens and the earth

and the sea and the dry land,

and | will shake all the nations,

so that the treasure of all nations shall come,
and | will fill this house with splendor,

says the LORD of hosts.

The silver is mine, and the gold is mine,

Says the LORD of hosts.

The latter splendor of this house

shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts,
and in this place | will give peace and prosperity,
says the LORD of hosts.

This is the word of the LORD:
Thanks be to God.



Fifth Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6

px Ol EUI wbOEOUET wbOwabUluwuUl EEDPOT wOi 1 wbOUUOEUEUDO
need to cite chapter and verse)

The prophet foretells the glory of the kingdom of God.

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,

the majesty of Car -mel and Sha-ron.

They shall see the glory of the LORD,

the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands,

and make firm the feeble knees.

Say to those who are of a fearful heart,

21T wOOUOOT nww# OwOOUwi I EUnww' 1 Ul wbUwaodluU

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped,;

then the lame shall leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy;
for waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams burst forth in the desert.

This is the word of the LORD:
Thanks be to God.



Sixth Reading: Luke 1:26-35,38

(pleasl WD OEOUET wbOwaOUUwUI EEDOT wOT | wbOUUOGEUEUDPOOWE
need to cite chapter and verse)

The angel Gabriel salutes Mary.

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazare th, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was
)y OUT xT OwOil wlOi 1T wl OUUT wOil WHEYPESG ww3i 1 wypU
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sort of greeting this might be.
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favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a child,
ECEwWaOUwPPOOWEEOOW! POwW?) 1 UUUB > ww' InafPDOC
the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
UOT 1T Ul wPpPOOWET wOOwi OEB »
, EUAWUEPEwWUOOwWUT T wedOlT 1 O0Ow?' OPwWwEEOQwUT B
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power of the Most High will overshadow you: therefore the child to be born
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This is the word of the LORD:
Thanks be to God.



Seventh Reading: Luke 2:1-7

px Ol EUIl wbOEOUET wbOwadUUwUI EEPOT wOT 1 wbOUUBEUEUDO
need to cite chapter and verse)

Jesus is born in a stable in Bethlehem.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should register to be taxed. This was the first registration and was taken

while Qui -ri-ni-us was the governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to
be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from
the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to ~ whom
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn.

This is the word of the LORD:
Thanks be to God.



Eighth Reading: Luke 2:8-20

px Ol EUI wbDOEOUET wbOwaOUUwUi EEDPOT wli 1 wuwbOUUOEUEUD
need to cite chapter and verse)

The angels and the shepheds glorify God.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch

over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and

the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the

angelsaidto UT 1 OOw? # OwO OU wk Il anEblingiBghyéLiQeod @wWsw U 1 1

of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a

Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will

find a child wrapped in bands of cloth EOE wOa DOl wbOwEwOEOT 1 U

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and

saying,
2&00VAwWUOWE&OEWPOWUT T wi PTTT UOwWI T EYI OC
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When the angels had left them and gone into h eaven, the shepherds

UEPEwWUOWOOT wESOUT T UOw?+1 DwlUwWl OwdOPwUOuU
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and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they

saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all

who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds had told them. But Mary

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds

returned, glorifying and praising God for al | they had heard and seen, as it

had been told them.

This is the word of the LORD:
Thanks be to God.



Ninth Reading: John 1:1-5,14,16-18

px Ol EUIl wPbOEOUET wbOwadUUwUI EEPOT wlOiT 1 wbOUUOGEUEUDO
need to cite chapter and verse)

John proclaims the mystery of the Incarnation.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into
being through him, and without himwas  not one thing made that was made.
In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
And the Word became flesh, and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the gloryasol wEwi EUT T Uz UwOOOawUOOOwi UOOwWOI
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law was
indeed given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No
one has ever seen God. Itis God the only Son, whoiscloset OwUT T w%EOT T L
heart, who has made God known.

This is the word of the LORD:
Thanks be to God.



The chancel poinsettias are given to the glory of God
in honor of Living persons or in loving memory of those who now sing with the heavenly host
If you have not taken your poinsettin home, please do so today.
Also, poinsettins have already been distributed to the homebound, so
please feel free to take any extras to friends and family whe would enjoy them.

Visitors, welcome! Please join us after worship for refreshments and conversation, and please sign
the Union Church guest book (at the back) so that we may get to know you better.

Many thanks to Bruce Maclntyre for his service to Union Church this “Low Sunday,” as well as
Mary Cusack for today’s refreshments, and all of you who join in today’s prayers, lessons, and
carols. Mary Speers, Vince Peterson, and the Union Church Choir will all be back next Sunday, the
Feast of Epiphany/Three Kings.

The Book of Remembrance is open to remember: today, 12/28—Friends of Union Church; 1/4--
Olive Buerk; 1/11—Emma Kirk Beck; 1/18—Edward Norstrand; 1/25—Leinda Mouacdie.

Prayer List requests should come to the church office by telephone 718.745.0438.

Continue to pray for peace; for all living in the midst of war, poverty, natural and economic
disaster; for prisoners and all who watch and pray for them, especially Chibueze Okorie and the
Church of Gethsemane. Continue to pray for/stay in touch with: Paul Douglass and the Van
Royen family; Diget and Ginny and the Moore family, Theresa and the Attara family, Vince and
the Peterson family, the Boyle family, the Cleary family, Art Samuel and Mary Chamberlain, Iris
Norstrand, Emile Serposs, Milford Anderson, Nazik David, Barbara Briggs, Amanda Silverman, Bill
Louisa, Helen Kretiv; also Ed, Mark and Audrey, Helen, Wendy, Sally, Kevin.

Give food for free on line: visit www.freerice.com and www.thehungersite.com

Everyday Food Bank: The non-perishable food collection box is in the Sanctuary vestibule.

This Week and Ongoing

Tuesday evening fortnightly Bible study 7pm every other Tuesday: skips December 30, next
date is January 13, in the Union Church Parish House, one block south at 8101 Ridge Boulevard.

Support group for parents of children with special needs first Mondays, 11-1: call Isabel
Morales 800.405.8818 if you or a friend would be interested: January 5 is the next planned date.

Yoga continues on Mondays and Wednesdays, 6:45-8:15 in the Sanctuary, except New Year’s
Eve. No experience or registration is needed for this gentle, restorative class. Each evening is $15,
pay as you go; wear comfortable clothes and bring a towel and a yoga mat if you have one.

The Rest of Christmas at Union Church
Still to come: Epiphany (Three Kings) with Communion on January 4, 2009.

Plain Living and High Thinking Saturday, January 10
Budget process meeting 9am-12:30pm in the Parish House, and the inevitable Dismantling of the
Greens, until next year, in the Sanctuary. All hands are appreciated for these unlovely, necessary
tasks.




