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First Sunday in Advent

You will always be welcome fere. €his is God’s fouse and a fappy curel fome. Let us be your churel family, for we are all’
beloved clfildren of God. Join us reqularly for Chiristian worslip, nurture, and tfe doing of God’s work in the world—and all
sfall be well; all manner of thing sfall be well.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
GATHERING MUSIC

We use this time to make the transition between “getting here” and “being here”. Take these few minutes
to find the still, deep places within you, where God’s Spirit dwells. Relax the body; quiet the mind. Focus on
breathing, feeling, being. Be receptive to your center—your reservoir of inner peace, strength, love. Be
aware of being together in silence with others.

Feel the spirit of the community.

INTROIT Hymnalno. 9 v. 1 This Advent, for the candle-lighting liturgy we shall be using the ancient Advent
“O Antiphons,” antiphonal prayers all beginning in O! together with this twelfth-century hymn, which is based on them.

FIRST ADVENT CANDLE after the candle is lit, we say this “antiphon:” Members of the Choir
O EMMANUEL, our Sovereign and Lawgiver, desire of the nations and Savior of all,
Come and save us, O Lord our God.

Come, Lord Jesus. after a brief silence, let us sing...

+ADVENT CAROL IN PROCESSION no. 11 O Lord, How Shall I Greet You?

PRAYER OF PREPARATION

God of the future, you are coming in glory to fill your world with goodness.
We confess that in all our preparations for another Christmas, we are still
unprepared for you. Where we might be opening our hearts and our lives to
receive you, we are busy filling them up, as though we did not really believe
you were coming. Help our unbelief: give us grace to leave open our unfilled
places, so that when our guest comes, they become places of honor, and we
are ready with a joyful welcome in the name of Christ Jesus our Lord...

SILENT PRAYER

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
...Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!



+GLORIA: Gloria in excelsis Deo! chorus from no. 23 (a French carol)

+THE PEACE please remain standing and offer the Peace of Christ to your neighbors
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
SUNG PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION tune: TRURO no. 8 (verse 3, adapted)

Fling wide the portals of our hearts! Make each a temple, set apart
From earthly use to heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer, and love, and joy...

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 33:14-16

ANTHEM Dearest Lord Jesu, O Why Dost Thou Tarry? Boyd

SECOND LESSON  Luke 21:25-36

SERMON The Best Advent Hymn Rev. Dana Fenton
+HYMN no. 449 My Lord! What a Morning!

OFFERTORY Give Thanks Boyd

+DOXOLOGY no. 592 and PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Holy One, you who are complete in Yourself and the source of all power and
grace, place within us the spirit of your holy child Jesus, fill us with such love
and awe and delight that we become a blessing to everyone we meet, and
send into your world through us the abundant life we have through the one
who was, and is, and is to come, Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.

GATHERING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS and PASTORAL PRAYER
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord...

THE LORD’S PRAYER Hymnal p. 16: “debts”
+ADVENT CAROL IN RECESSION no. 12 (a French melody) People, Look East!

+CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
...and let the whole church say, Alleluia! Amen.

CLOSING MUSIC piease keep silence out of kindness to those who wish to listen or pray. Some of us
like to applaud but this is not required; the artists offer their work to the glory of God.

<all who would like to may stand; Unison prayers are in bold.



Jeremiah 33:14-16 NRSV the prophet Jeremiah speaks
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfil the

promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.

15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch
to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. °In those days Judah will be saved and
Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be
called: “The LORD is our righteousness.’

Luke 21:25-36 NRSV Jesus speaks of the days to come
¢ There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on

the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of

the sea and the waves. 2¢6People will faint from fear and
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see “the Son of Man coming
in a cloud” with power and great glory. 28Now when these things
begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near.’
29 Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the
trees; 3°as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and
know that summer is already near. 3:So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.
32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things
have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will not pass away.
34 ‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that
day does not catch you unexpectedly, 3slike a trap. For it will come
upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these
things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’



Announcements

Visitors, welcome! Please join us after worship for refreshments and conversation, and please
sign the Union Church guest book (at the back) so that we may get to know you better.

Many thanks to all worship leaders: Rev. Dana Fenton, an old friend who returns to our
pulpit, Vince Peterson and the choir, the preparers of today’s refreshments; Maryellen Van
Royen (Communion bishop) and Kristin Miller (coffee hour bishop).

All of us enjoy the Coffee Hour at the close of worship. Most of us do a lot for the church
(we’re a small church). No matter how much else you are doing, you too can sign up for at
least one coffee hour per season, and make the Progam and Mission committee really happy.

Food collection season is upon us, and Jennifer Segna’s November theme is “Cornucopia”,
which means “horn of plenty.” Give thanks to God by bringing canned goods to share.

The Book of Remembrance is open to remember dear departed members of Union Church:
today, 11/29—Beatrice Goddard; 12/6—Nancy Gatto; 12/13—Andrew Stutz; 12/20—Jean
Dangman; 12/27—Josephine Coury; 1/3—Olive Buerk; 1/10—Emma Kirk Beck; 1/17—Edward
Norstrand; 1/24—Leinda Mouacdie; 1/31—Virginia Villano.

Prayer List requests should come to the church office by telephone 718.745.0438.

Continue to pray for the restoration of creation; for all living in the midst of war, poverty,
natural and economic disaster; for prisoners and all who watch and pray for them, especially the
Church of Gethsemane. Continue to pray for/stay in touch with: Vince Peterson, New York City
Presbytery, Arabella Meadows-Rogers, Art Samuel, Iris Norstrand, Emile Serposs, Milford
Anderson, Amanda Silverman, Bill Louisa, Helen Kretiv; also Nellie, Donna, Janet, Geraldine,
John and the Vandermarcq family, Mary, Jane, Helen, Sally.

This Week and Ongoing

Today is also Thanksgiving Sunday, which reminds us this stewardship season to be
grateful. Stewardship season is a month in which we reflect on how we use and care for all the
resources God gives us, in preparation for making our pledges on GIFTS SUNDAY, Dec 13.

Advent is here! today, Nov 29 (Thanksgiving Sunday) is the first Sunday in Advent.

Next Saturday, Dec 5 is Wreath-making from 9-1. Deck the halls, then make a wreath for
your own home for cost of materials (about $7). This is one of the great fellowship events of
Union Church.

Sunday afternoon at 4pm, Dec 6, is the second string quartet concert: the Avalon String
Quartet. Tickets $20 for this world-class string quartet.

Sunday December 13 at 3pm, community Lessons and Carols service at St Andrew’s Roman
Catholic Church, Ridge Boulevard and Senator Street.

Sunday, December 20: 11am family-friendly Manger Service with animal blessing,

4pm our Union Church Sing-1t-Yourself Messiah (sing along with the choir), and
6pm Manse Christmas party, buffet supper, carols and cheer. Bring your friends!

Bible Study meets 7-8pm every other Tuesday in the Parish House. Next date: this coming
Tuesday, November 17.

Yoga classes meet Wednesday 6:45-8:15pm in the Parish House Chapel.

Support Group for Parents of Children with Special Needs meets first Mondays at 11am in the
Sanctuary, except for holidays: next meeting Monday, January 4 (no meeting in December).

Next Session meeting Monday, December 7, at 7pm in the Parish House.

Taizé Evensong first Tuesdays, next at 7pm this Tuesday, Dec 1 in our Parish House Chapel,
8101 Ridge Blvd.




