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( Please rise in body or in spirit
THE GATHERING

The Prelude 

Opening Prayer (leader) 
Great God, your mercy is an unexpected miracle. Help us to believe and obey, that we may be filled with the wine of new life, promised in the power of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever. Amen. 

Call to Worship (Psalm 50) 

Leader: 
The Mighty One, the God of gods, has spoken and has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
People: 
Let the heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause; for it is God who is judge.
Leader: 
The Mighty One, the God of gods, has spoken and has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

All: 
Accept our offering of praise, and help us to do your will, until our whole life becomes worship in spirit and truth. 

(
Morning Hymn  blue hymnal
#577  
Glory Be to the Father
(
Prayer of Confession 

You have a vision of all people as your beloved children, Imaginative God, but we see folks whose language, dress, and skin make them different and we turn away.  You have a vision of a universe filled with goodness and beauty, and we damage it with litter, with violence, with poor choices.  You have a vision of a Table where we can feast on your grace and hope, but we line up at the counters of sin and greed. Forgive us, Envisioner of Mercy, as we confess that we are not “insiders” but immigrants searching for our true home.  You love us enough to want us to be with you forever, so may we take the hand of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, who leads us into your kingdom.

(
Words of Assurance  

Leader: 
The love of Christ is overflowing and without measure. Forgiveness is assured. May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

People: 
And also with you.  

Welcome and Announcements 


SERVICE OF THE WORD

Prayer for Illumination  


First Reading 
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20
Page  ot

Hymn blue hymnal
#488
The God of Abraham Praise
Epistle Reading 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Page NT  
Gospel Reading 
Luke 12:32-40
Page  nt

The Sermon 

David DeLauro


RESPONSE TO THE WORD

(Hymn 
#361
How Firm a Foundation
Offertory 
Anthem 

(
Doxology blue hymnal #593 (not 592: to complement 577 earlier)
doxology

(
Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison) 
Leader: Yours, O Lord, are grandeur and power, majesty, splendor, and glory

People: Loving God, receive and bless these gifts which we give in response to the greatest gift of all – your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ.  May our lives and this offering be used to reveal your love in as many ways and to as many people as possible.  This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer (debts, debtors) 

hymnal pg. 16
THE SENDING

(
Sending Hymn blue hymnal
 #540. “God Be With You Till We Meet Again” 
randolph
(
The Benediction 


The Postlude 

Bulletin Cover art: 
Educating the Rich on the Globe

Tom Otterness (sculptor) 

114th St. & Broadway, New York, NY

http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54218
Announcements

Visitors, welcome!  Please join us after worship for refreshments and conversation, and please sign the Union Church guest book (at the back) so that we may get to know you better.  

Many thanks to all leaders: David DeLauro, Vince Peterson, Jill Stoler for today’s refreshments; (Jennifer Segna (Sunday School ‘bishop’) and Liz LoPorto (coffee hour ‘bishop’). Thanks to Jane Feazell for volunteering to be communion ‘bishop’ and thanks to Maryellen Van Royen for serving in this capacity until now!

The Book of Remembrance is open to remember dear departed members of Union Church:  today, 8/8—Marion Newhause; 8/15—Florence Finman; 8/22—Albert Mossawir; 8/29—Audrey MacFarlane; 9/5—Ruth Hassan; 9/12—Percival Buerk; 9/19—Winifred Kretschmann; 9/26—Ernest V. Skoldberg, Sr. 
Continue to pray for our planet and for peace; for all living in the midst of war, poverty, natural and economic disaster; for prisoners, those recently released from prison, and all who work and pray with them, especially the Church of Gethsemane. Also we pray for: the family and friends of Rev. John Gump, Lorrie Green, Tyler DiBartolo, Eddie Norstrand, the Presbytery of New York City, Carolyn Ramsay, Art Samuel, Iris Norstrand, Emile Serposs, Milford Anderson, Bill Louisa, Dolores Cleary, Helen Kretiv; Jackson, Donna, Janet, Geraldine, Mary, Jane, Helen, Sally.

Prayer requests should come to the church office by telephone 718.745.0438 or email ucoffice@earthlink.net. Please also notify the office to remove a name from the prayer list.

Welcome Jennifer Kruger to the Union Church office!  Jennifer has extensive office experience and has been Jody’s senior assistant in the Union Church playgroup for several years.  Jennifer will have the same schedule as Jody did, with playgroup in the morning and office hours after noon until 2.  Please call or stop by to introduce yourself.

Upcoming and Ongoing Programs and Events

Brown-Bag Picnic with Bay Ridge United Church Monday evening, August 23: enjoy the “Head over Heals” band concert in Shore Road Park at 82nd Street.  Bring your own picnic supper, chairs, blankets, and if you like, you can buy hamburgers, hot dogs, and sodas at the ballfield.
Summer Worship remains at 10am in the Parish House Chapel through Labor Day Sunday. 

Yoga continues 6:45-8:15pm in the Parish House Chapel.  No experience necessary for this gentle, restorative class; bring mat and/or towel and wear loose clothing. $15/week: no need to subscribe, just pay as you go.  

Taizé evensong is in recess until the fall.  Please see the pastor if you have special prayer concerns over the summer.
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